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Bill to Sponsor to Support the Open and Affordable Textbook Project
Whereas, the rising cost of college textbooks has caused sixty-five percent of students across
America to skip purchasing required textbooks for courses,13
Whereas, nearly 50 percent of students surveyed nationally said that the cost of textbooks
affected which/how many classes they took each semester,14
Whereas, 82 percent of students surveyed nationally believe that “hard-copy optional and free
online alternatives to the traditional textbooks would improve their performance.”15
Whereas, the average Rutgers student spends over $1,350 on textbooks each year,16 which is
$110 per year greater than the national average,17
Whereas, the Open and Affordable Textbooks (OAT) Project by Rutgers University Libraries
offers $1,000 grants to Rutgers faculty and instructors who choose to use, remix, or create a free
or low-cost textbook, as opposed to using traditional course materials,18 and
Whereas, the Rutgers University Student Assembly has previously endorsed OAT.19
Be it hereby resolved, the Rutgers University Student Assembly (RUSA) endorses the Open and
Affordable Textbooks Project.
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Be it hereby resolved, RUSA’s Academic Affairs Committee will be charged with investigating
the possibility of allocating $5,000 from the “Other Initiatives” operating budget line item to the
Rutgers University Libraries Open and Affordable Textbooks Project to fund 5 additional grants
and will do so, if possible.
Be it further resolved that the Assembly’s authorization for conditional expenditure as set forth
in the previous operative clause of this legislation shall expire upon the adoption of the next
Assembly Session’s internal budget, but this provision shall not preclude the Assembly from
reconsidering this expenditure.
Be it hereby resolved, the RUSA will promote the OAT program through social media.

